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Student Physicians for 
Social Responsibility

SPSR Students
with 
Governor Phil Bryant

What began as a small group of Boston physicians raising awareness about the usage of nuclear weapons and 
the subsequent increased risk of dangerous health effects, has now transformed into a nation-wide organization: 
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR). PSR now includes leaders, physicians, and medical students from all 
over the United States who now serve a much broader mission: to promote environmental justice, address social 
disparities, and advocate for a peaceful and secure world. With the PSR mission in mind, several first year medi-
cal students at UMMC have formed a Student Physicians for Social Responsibility (SPSR) group. We are excited to 
discuss health-related political issues and to help change policies, positions, and actions in Mississippi. 

Over the years, PSR and SPSR organizations throughout the country have held peace luncheons commemorat-
ing Hiroshima and Nagasaki, have sent numerous letters to legislators regarding specific state-wide issues, have 
continued to increase education on the dangerous health effects of radiation exposure from nuclear weapons, 
and have helped to drive federal reform for the Toxic Substance Control Act by strengthening toxic chemical 
regulations through the Confronting Toxins campaign. Megumi Mathis, the president of the student chapter, has 
expressed that “having a chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility here at UMMC is so great because it will 
help expose students to the more political side of healthcare and give us a chance to make a difference outside 
of the classroom, hospital, and clinic.” As medical students, we recognize the importance of treating patients indi-
vidually, but we also understand that stepping back and looking at trends within a population can be a valuable 
aspect of potentially reducing negative health outcomes in the future. 

As an organization, several students have gone to the capital to help lobby against the vaccine exemption bill. 
We are also currently in the process of sending letters to Senators and Representatives of the House to campaign 
for the extension of funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). CHIP provides financial assis-
tance to the children of families with incomes that are too high for Medicaid but too low for private health insur-
ance.  We look forward to doing more events on campus and around Mississippi.  If you are interested in being 
involved with SPSR, please contact Megumi Mathis at mmathis3@umc.edu. 













Nationally recognized center of excellence for rehab 
after a stroke, spinal cord injury, brain injury or amputation.

For more information, visit methodistonline.org or call 601-364-3434 or toll-free 1-800-223-6672, ext. 3434.

Now I can...

Paralyzed by a postpartum 
stroke, Cheri Hicks was as 
helpless as her newborn 
when she arrived at Methodist 
Rehabilitation Center.

 
But with the support of 

some “amazing therapists,” 
the mother of two says she 
found the strength to attack 
therapy “like a job.”

 
Now, she’s back to enjoying 

the everyday adventures of 
family life and has renewed 
confidence in her capabilities.

 
“Anything that I thought 

was scary before, nothing is 
as scary as this was,” she said. 
“Since this all started, I’ve 
started a blog—something 
I never would have done 
before—and I’m going to 
enroll in classes to become a 
speech therapist.”

be strong for my family

Facebook.com/MethodistRehab
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