From the University of Mississippi Medical Center Division of Public Affairs
UMMC GRENADA WELCOMED INTO MEDICAL CENTER FAMILY DURING CEREMONY

Media contact: Jack Mazurak at (601) 984-1970 or jmazurak@umc.edu. Photos can be found here.

GRENADA, Miss. — During a noontime ceremony, physicians, nurses, executives and leaders from the City
of Grenada, community, county, state and national levels braved cold temperatures to join in welcoming
the area’s premier health-care facility into the University of Mississippi Medical Center family.

The event formally christened the former Grenada Lake Medical Center as the University of Mississippi
Medical Center Grenada.

“We're extremely proud to be here. The main reason we're all here and the main reason for the
University of Mississippi Medical Center Grenada is to improve the health of people in Mississippi,” said
Dr. James E. Keeton, UMMC vice chancellor for health affairs and dean of the School of Medicine.

“This is a special place, where you are, your location is critical for health care in Mississippi, right in the
middle of the state.”

Speakers at the event included U.S. Rep. Gregg Harper, Grenada County Board of Supervisors President
Chad Bridges, Grenada Mayor Billy Collins and Grenada Economic Development District Executive Director
Pablo Diaz.

Dr. LouAnn Woodward, UMMC associate vice chancellor for health affairs and vice dean of the School of
Medicine, outlined new opportunities for medical residents and health-professions students to train at
UMMC Grenada.

“We feel very proud and very fortunate to be in this position to partner with you, with the hospital staff,
with the physicians, and with the community leaders to make this Medical Center something that we are
all very, very proud of,” said Woodward, a Carroll County native.

David Putt, the newly named UMMC Grenada chief executive officer, said he’s looking forward to
continuing to work alongside UMMC Grenada’s dedicated staff, regional leaders and the community’s
physician work force.

Putt had filled the CEO role on an interim basis since a management deal became effective last fall.
UMMC entered into a long-term lease for the Grenada facility from the Grenada County Board of
Supervisors early this year.

Inside the hospital lobby, Medical Center executives pulled off a decorative cover to reveal a wall-
mounted, backlit U logo that will greet patients, visitors and families as they come into the facility
through glass double doors.

A luncheon attended by hospital staff, guests and community members followed the ceremony.
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Please forward this message to colleagues who might be interested. If you wish to be removed from this
list or know of a colleague to add, send an e-mail message to: jmazurak@umc.edu.

The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only academic medical
center. UMMC encompasses five health science schools, including medicine, nursing, health related
professions, dentistry and graduate studies, as well as the site where University of Mississippi pharmacy
students do their clinical training. The Medical Center’s health-care enterprise includes five hospitals and
University Physicians, the faculty group practice. The Medical Center’s threefold mission is to educate
tomorrow’s health-care professionals, conduct innovative research to improve human health, and to
provide the highest quality care available to the state’s population. A major goal of the Medical Center is
the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the elimination of health disparities. For more
information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at (601) 984-1100 or umc.edu/publicaffairs




