From the University of Mississippi Medical Center Division of Public Affairs
UMMC PHYSICIAN GETS NATIONAL AWARD
For more information contact Janis Quinn at 601-815-5133 or
jquinn@pubaffairs.umsmed.edu.
JACKSON, Miss. – The Preeclampsia Foundation in Minneapolis, Minn., announced
today that Dr. James Martin will receive the foundation’s Hope Award for his lifetime
achievement in preeclampsia research.
Martin, a Jackson resident, is professor of ob-gyn at the University of Mississippi
Medical Center and director of maternal-fetal medicine. The foundation will present the
award on Oct. 24 in Chicago.
According to the foundation, preeclampsia is the most frequent complication of
pregnancy accounting for 15 percent of all premature births and 76,000 maternal deaths
worldwide.
Martin’s career spans 30 years during which he has changed the way physicians
throughout the country treat preeclampsia. He’s written more than 500 papers on the
subject, three books and 71 book chapters. He is a past president of the North American
Society for the Study of Hypertension in Pregnancy and the Society for Maternal-Fetal
Medicine. He served 12 years as District VII chair of the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. He’s been on the UMMC faculty since 1981.
Leslie Weeks, chair of the foundation’s board of directors, said, “Patients who
have known him comment that it is his compassion and reassuring demeanor, coupled
with his intellect and competence that make him most worthy of this award.”
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The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only
academic medical center. University of Mississippi Health Care represents the clinical
programs of the Medical Center and includes University Hospitals and Health System and
University Physicians, the faculty group practice. UMMC encompasses five health science
schools, including medicine, nursing, health related professions, dentistry and graduate
studies, as well as the site where University of Mississippi pharmacy students do their
clinical training. The Medical Center’s threefold mission is to educate tomorrow’s healthcare professionals, conduct innovative research to improve human health, and to provide
the highest quality care available to the state’s citizens. A major goal of the Medical
Center is the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the elimination of health
disparities. For more information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at 601-984-1100
or visit us on the Web at http://info.umc.edu/.

